RENEE 


| CONSIDER 'D. 
Ss es 
BOW 0 
EE Noble Lord... 


Printed for R. Clive! C. Wi illioſs and F. Hindmarſh, hd are 
to be fold by. Randal Tayky near Stationers- Hall, wa. 


7 


Wh - W y 4 -%. e 


N Es "4.3 : . 2 : FT 


THE 
MANAGEMENT 
OF THE 


Preſent War againſt France 
 CONSIDER'D. 


My 4 ow did dp the de pier eat Favour, My Nobleſt Lord, 
of, - ervations upon the War of 

| jen tie time before they were Printed, 
LG were pleaſed to give them your Ap- 
tion.” A ah &þ tis like, your Friendſhip 
ch upon your Judgment. Your 


pray At þ with my Continuation of 
that Work, Ch _ I have but faintly, or rather 
have not ): and You demand my Opinian of that 


which more pronrts concerns us, namely, the preſent War 


of the Confederates. the French Kin 
Without making Excu ,£0 which 1 have too juſt a Ti- 


tle, I humbly, pe Rb, this Anſwer ; thar according ro my 


weak 2 
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which they ex; ikeoanketres to: Fmady ns Lof. 
ſes, brought infinite prejudice. to their Aﬀairs,” and retard- 
ed their T_ which ow ntherwif have been ſwift 
and caly. And the ſame: #7 of the Sieges of Mentz 
and Box : which have called! o gfeat an Expence, of preti- 
ous Time, and hw and Treaſure, 4h 
© the beginding of the Chnipagne the qnſederates \ were 
dreadful» poſture” : whe ſucks a Fotce in the Field, 
" hath ſeldom been ſeen in Europe. Their ſeveral Armies 
were reckoned to make vi a hunddcd and ſeventy thouſand 
Men : and ſurely by the moſt moderate Compunnſony uy 
muſt be above-a hyndred and forty; _ _ 
by: 


above \iventy thauldnd Ioky 
the ſame number.: Saxony, Heſſe; and Lanes. 
bourg, could elle or a) 4.5 fled 


the Imperial Troops under-the Duke - Rags LL a 
Theſe were 


in my _ a tr the Rhine ; for put rogether, made 
up fer Then. in 
ori wp uy 1, CN of 3 - 

cF above MM foe 
with brig of era: 6.4 Were ticer ut 
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6M, held upon the Rive, 40 fill chem wich-very Gar- 

ſons. They plainly made-this/ their [Barrier againit- the 

mich Force that threaten'd, By the great:Reſiſtance theſe 

Garnfos _—_ like to make, incaſe were attacqued, 

they aig hope to keep their Enemies ar the armes End, 

po a War from France. - And it may-truly be af- 

firm'd, this the chief ſtrength of che French Monaechy lay 
now in-thcſe Garrifons'' 

' "The 'French Garrifons upon 
rhe Campayne, were theſe that follow; Zunningen, Briſach, 
Strasburg with the dependencies, Fort Lowis, Philipsbarg, 
_— Bon, Keyſerwert, and Rhinberg, And theſe took up 
oy th le lefgeh rr that River from Swiſſer/avd to Holland : 


ma#i had the great Ciry of Collen berween Keyſer- 
Bon, and Coblewtz berween Bon and. Mentz. But 
poem beyond the Rhine, ' or on the French fide of it, 
the' Germans had: all Flenders at their devotion; with the 

mhnneing th / and the Dioceſs of Liege: , |. 
the Condition of Affairs, ;the great Queſtion i is, 
oy: Fewſyeore forthe Confederates to atcacque theſe 
rey fron Places upon the Rhine, or ro March ſtraight into 
France, And it feems very.evident, that the marching into 

; France had been more adviſable. 
y art of reaſon tonfider, what were the Sentiments 
of the Frevch King; when there was/a mi Fore 
him, "which he was no way able rowithſtand, I lay, ler 

confider'd, which of theſe:rwo he moſt dreaded; _ 
ther'theit Sirtirng down before ſome of his Femiote Garriſons, or 
+ their falling" with the' whole weight! af the: ſeyenſcore thou: 
| fand Men; intothe Bowels of his Kingdom; 1 think there: is 
no donbr; bar that he moſt dreaded this: later. For ia the 
' formiet/he/had his Wiſh: He-ſaw his deſign ſucceeded: and 
_ things fell our juſt as he would have them. He had l[elt thoſe 
Gatriſoris ; fot thae eye 4 and Purpoſe}. He 099 


ited would "Have" made x good Art. 1 To this-1 an 
;thar their Men were beſtowed in thoſe ſtrong Places 


the Rhine, at the opening of 
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nor hope bur thar theſp Places would-be taken aclaſt 
never fo EI KL their Relief. - Bur his 
that his Enemies: would ſpend their Time and their Str 
upon them. And'[ dare: ſay he-wiſhes with afl his Soul, | 
they would doithe like-hext year, 11s oo oo 
The Miſeriesot a defenſive War (I mean where the Enemy 
is cleerly an OQyer-Match) are beyond Expreſfion. Dauid 
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| choſe rather to-ſubmit to a Peſtilence, then ro fly before the 


Enerhy for three Months: which is the Condition of thoſe thac 
are upon the defenſive, againſt Enemies much. ſtronger then 
themſelves. - And this muſt have been-the Condition of Frexce 
for the laſt whole Summer, and the whole Winter tooz had 
the Confederates march'd forward. | 

The great and ſwift Conquerours in all Ages (ſuch as the 
Cimbrians of old, and after them the Goths, Vandals, and Low, 
bards) never lay pelcing at Frontier Garriſons, bur broke into 


: the Countries ; overwhelming and ſeizing whole Countgies. 


And'the Confederates might have done fo now.: You'll fay 
the ſtrength of modern Fortifications makes Conqueſts now 
more ſlow and difficult. Not at all. for Plates were ſtronger 
in the old rimes, then they are at-prafent: thar is,” they, were 
harder to be taken, The \Engines of Aſſailing being now ſo 
violent, that there is ” 4 Ence _ ow. "m os is 
now i nable ( ſays a of Skill ) it. be 

_ lb rh, | 
The Confederates were now eleerly Maſters. of the Field : 
which is a glorious Condition. - To be Maſter of the Field is 
the Soldiers acl. He that is cleerly, Maſter of the Field, 
if he underſtand his Buſineſs, will not want any thing. And 
he hath chis very great advantage, that he may fall upon. his 
-where he is worſt-provided. -Burt; jt the fall upon him 
where he is beft provided; he loſes and throws away that grear. 
at= 


' advantage: And this the Confederates have done, by 


ving the ſtrong Garriſfons upon the Rhine, and parcen lar- 
ly Meats and-Bog. Both which Places the French had been for-. 
tiſying alk Wincer, -with.cxtremedilgences and had pur ſeven, 
me - W; or 
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der; how many marched.out of thoſe Places when 
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of theſe We 
of far leder-numbers. - Burt he that ſhall conſi- 


they were 


er d:;/ and ſhall cdnſider likewiſe; whac toſs. of Men the 


| op 1 , ind dat s 
;- I know that, at the beginning 


had an 


Defendants mult fuſtain, tn Sieges of that length; carried 6n 


with ſo-preat Fortes, and-with ſo much Vigour'and Violence:; 
may reaonably conclude, that the Garriſons could nor be leſs 
numerous at firſt, then I have made them. 
*, Bur why don't 1 likewiſe find fault with the befieging of 
Bhinberg and Keyſerwert # lanſwer, Becauſe theſe Places were 
ickly -and_ealily raken. You'll ſay, This is to Judge of 
Nicgs by the Event. I own it: but withall I add, that ir 
is a good way of judging in matters of this natu re. The be- 
ſiegingand taking of Townsis a thing wherein-Menof Skill go 
upon Cerrainties, and wherein Fortune hach liccle or no ſhare. 
'Soithar if the deſign ſucceed, we may conclude that it was ad- 
viſable. In-the former Confederate War againſt the French, 


- we mighr' obſerve, that where ever the French artacqu'd any 


'. Town, they carried it with Eaſe and. Speed 


of Mons, for that was only a Blockade.) But the Confederares 
were ofren. repulſed 3 and: what they gor, was with extreme 
difficylty. From whence we may ſafely make a Judgment; that 
the French did manage theis Afﬀairs with greater Skill. 

- | Where a Siege proves long and bloudy, either the Diffi- 
culticy are voexpected,-or: theyi were forcieen, If they” are 
unexpeRted, this ſhews that the: Alſailancs: did unskilfully 
miſtake. their mcaſures. And furely a Workman that cannot 
take his meaſures aright, is of no value. Bur if they foreſaw 
the difficulties ofthe Undertaking, and yer did wilfully engage 
in 3: (be Error is yet-mose inexculable, :and.it ſhews'a preat- 
er.-want:of Judgment, + © 4 2662; & 

- Jn the Preface ro my.Obſcryations I made-a ſhort- ( but ho- 


* hourable ).mentipn of the Prince.of. Baden. And your Lord- 


ſhip knows, -that that Preface was both written-and printed; 


© hetara we dkheard of any of that Prince's Aftions laſb Sumner, 
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Bur by whar he addon before, Shad 
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Aſſurance ( which abſo1 dioften) that he would vo 
bercer then other: Men.” _ ws mewn = wr 
things aright, hath-chiefly got his Glory | 

things/ andibiy avoiding A. difficolr. fly 23-bit 
aGed ſepararely| was"after-the Taking of Buds: when heel 
into the 7arks lower Hungary, late in the year, with part of 
the Army which had been ſo ſorely harraſed and-maul'd- ar 
that Siege. The chief Forrrefs. the Turks had it thoſe Parts 


' was Zigeth : and it lay fairly befote him, but ir'was tooſtrong 


for. him. Had he atcacqu'd it, it might have proved another 
Buda, he might perhaps have belioged it one year, and haye 
raken it the year followjng. and in the mean time all other 
chings mult be left undone. Wherefore he wiſely 'pabs'd ir 
by ; aodrook other work in hand; And'in a thort ſpace-of 
time, -he ſubdued all the:reſt ofthar Country.  /- 3 hofu 
The next year, after'the Battel of Zarſav, he. was called 
away by ſome Occaſions. and General \Dunwait did y 
well ſupply his place: by the ſame Methods, ſubduing 
Patt of $/avonia with fmall Force.. Bur the year after,” while 
the-mainof the Chri/ttan Force: was engaged againft Belgrade, 
this Prince invaded Boſnia where he made great Conqueſts, 
and took evety place that he arracqued.' Bur he did not think 
fit to attacque Serato, the Capital City of the Province : which, 
if he had taken it, would have Crown'd all his Viories. But 
there was coo greata Force within it. Hecherefore paſt by itjand 
took Zwornick, a-place that lay furrher-in: beſide other Places. 
Laſt year he commanded the main Army: and Seraio beingof ſo 
great importance, he might fairly have thrown away his Men 
and; his Time upon it. But he choſe rather to leave it behind 
him;;; and; he. run. in as far as'Niffe. at which 'Place; and at 
other Places about it, we know he made thort work.”''; 
the whole, he made a Conqueſt this year of a great and large 
Country. And if Places were not 'fit.to-be kept, he preſencly 
f themy if-they were fir, he made'them berter. For he 


;ra ark Where over heicame, /(tAnd heddch made tt 
apjicar ; That a good General ſhould take up the Mozto of the 
Roman 
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went _ an Arey of a hundred thouſand Men, 

To the Condutt of that Emperour. And-the Frexch were 
TN ent againſt them2- only Met was 
telence,” as Mentt'was now!! The 

HED who was &ic-of the greateſt Captains of his 

- woe for marching into/ France : where he'knew 
= ike fuel Conqueſts, a5 would (atleaſt? 6b- 
it Exchange. But/nothing' woutd evarenc 

Fr thee Siege of ng muſt needs antacque 


vm eter other Perſons ""- and thok no mean oncs, 
n Side Teas as/littſe Weaſing 1235 tothe Duke of 
Zoþrain. = was here'#the 'Puzkiff Court, when 

Hers at the Siege of Mentz was reſolvedup- 

bi + =hnoy'eg Wkewiſc;thar both Duke Schomberg, 
| then He did 'utretly- diflike rhe Refoluri- 

a Paajer ito! be infinitely more 2dvi 
IA kat the Priticeof Bad: was:of the ame 

> Ate? [. CoBlenre (whe the Confederates paſs'd 
Y Rye $7, , ang” _— Had ris ways he would- have 
wen RAT march 140 Arabs cherto mavcdirback 
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AS Ne fclli 
the 7urks; Ant homight well hopero, vethe ke Suece 
and to make the'hke Imptefſion, with a Powerſcven times as 
role bens) | 
, In the time of the third Carthaginian War,when theWar was, 
carried/on heavily by others, and Scipio had (laid about him 
thougb/ in an'inieriour Command ;. Cato was pleaſed toſay, 
That Scipio only was a Man, and the reſt-were WS. 
we may ſay now, that the Prince of Badex hath dane great 
things; and the-reſt have done nothing, in. compariſon of 
_ they mi — ot, fins br FI 
- I tbo'Con tes hadengaged themſelves. before Meyts. 
only, it had been tolerable. Tor eevwniahe gut rue wt: __ 
ve 


had one maſtering overbearing Army, which mi lot 

© Martrers. though k would have been much better if they 
had had two : fince.cach would have found heir work eaſier, 
the -Enemy being diſtrafteg- and confounded. 'But .chcig at- 
racquing of Box at the fame- time, quite difabled thew,-and 
compleated the Miſchief, -, | | 


The Miſchief of theſe-two Sieges conliſted, partly in;the 
Advantages which thereby they loſt, and partly;in Dig. 
vanrtages or Evils they tellunder. By theſe Sieges they loſt che 
grand Advantage, of carrying the War into the Encmics . 
Country : which contains in. ir many Advantages. In this 
way they might haye maintain'd their Armies at the Enemies 
Charge. which is no ſmall matter though they,could have do 
nothing clſc,and thaugh they could have maſter'd no Places of 
importance, Bur many ſuctr Places muſt have fallen into their 
hands, if. they. had broke into the try with an © 
_— Power. : For it bad been impor 
thatali-Places ſhould be well provided defence 3 
beery their own great: fault, it they had nor fallen v 
that were worſt-provided;: When they had, once got 
Frontier, it muſt -be a goed Place that could have 
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would have bcen an eaſic prey, | unleſs. they had been like- 
- wiſe well manned : and thus to Man all Places had been 
infinite, Moreover they might bave ſeized ſeveral weaker 
Places, but of commodious Situations, which if (by the ex- 
ample of the Prince of Baden) they had taken the pains ro 
fortify, would have been Places of importance. 

- Theſe things might have been done by the Confederates, 
in regard their Forces were ſo much ſuperiour. But where 
the Forces of cach fide are equal, or near an <quality, (as it 
was between the Dutch and Spaniards for many years); 
in this caſe. he that will be the Aſſailant, if his Enemy 3 
cautious; oP hard Chapter: ſince he muſt get ground by 
Inches, -and.muſt always be doing difficult things. which is 
now exculable: becauſe it is neceſſary, there being no eaſy 
things to be done. For if in this caſe he ſhould run into 
the Country, , and leaye the ſtrong Frontier Places behind 
him,, the Enemy, would. hamper him as a Spider. doth a Fly. 
whereas if he. had a mighty overbearing Force, . the Enemy 
could do no more harm to him, then a Spider can to a 
- Hornet. But ſince he hath ir nor, he muſt be content to 
attacque the Frontier Places, and to clear as he goes. Andif 
he can get one or two of thoſe Places'in a Summer, ir is a 
fortunate Campagne. | 

As it hath been already intimated, where there is an 
overbearing Force, the way to make ſhort work is to break 
into the Country. , Guſtavus Adolphus judg'd it and found it 
eaſjer to conquer Bavaria, then to take Ingolftar. if the 
Grand Viſier, ſeven years ago, could have let alone Yiewna, 
his fubduing the reſt of 4/ria had been inevitable. Nor 
conld the 'Froaticr Places he left behind him (as Raad, 
Yeſprin and Serinſwar) have been any hindrance. . And ſome 
think-that the High-born Eleftor, who lately took- Belgrade 
- Wwith.{o much Gallantry, might in leſs time, and with much 

leſs difficulty, have over-run and ſubdued. both Servia-and 
| C 7 Bulgaria, 


Week inſt > gfeat Force, "Few Pl; "within a Country. 
are If Tp and thoſs that. were beſt fortified 
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Bulgaria, and have chaſed Teghen Bafſa' over Mount Hewas, 
In like manner it may. be here affirm'd ; That" the Confe- 
derates, in all humane Probabifiry, might have made great 
Conqueſts'in France, While they lay toyling before ' Merz 
and Boy. Let me ſmite him to the Barth at once, faid- 
Abiſhai to David: 1 will not ſmite him a ſecond time. Even 
fo there was now. an Opportunity to ſmire the French 
Monarch to the ground : he mighr have been laid fo low, as 
never to riſe more. We might, very probably, have feen ag 
end of the War in one Summer. | 

It hath been ſaid before, that the French were but weak 
in the Field this year. and a powerful Invaſion would have 
made them yet weaker. This laſt may ſeem a Paradox : 
but we have a clear Experient of it in the former War of the * 
Confederates. In one of thoſe Campagnes , the Prince of 
Conde commanded about fifry thouſand men in Flanders : 
where he was confronted by an Army of Dutch-and Spaniard; 
of near the ſame number. But after ſome time, the later 
were joyn'd by a matter of rwetity thouſand ' Germans. 
Whereupon 'the Prince was forced ro ſend ten thoufand of 
his Men, to renforce ſeveral Garriſons : which were now, 
by. the Increaſe of the Enemies Force, in ter danper. 


"The like would have befallen the Marſhal of Z##wieres this 


faſt year, if the Duke of Brandenburg, after the taking 'of 
Keiſerwert, had marched up to Prince Waldect: wich whom 
the Marſhal had been tugging for ſome time, their Forces 
being near equal. Whereas now on the contrary, when 
Humieres found that the Duke was engaged before Boy, he 
drew great Numbers out of his Garriſons ro renforce his 
Army. And by this means he became ſtrony enough to 
carry the War into Flanders : where he kept his Army all 


- the latter end of the year, obliging the Spaniards and the 


Dutch ware ny , ves, Rs 
I might alſo ſhew by another late 'Expetiment, Thar the 
attual Invaſion-and breaking in of an over powering aan: 
doth weaken the-Army of the Defendants, by-purting chem 
| upon 
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Grand Say deounanr oi us wa ler 


Duke of Lorrain oppoſed him with Forces much Inferior, 
and he kept him off a while by tbe. of  Raab River. 
But when the Yifer had broke throug _— , 
and was got into the Country, the Duke was forced to divide 
his Army, . thereby ro Man ſome Garrifons (and they were 
but few) that were moſt important. So that his Force in 
the Field was vaniſh'd and gone. Thus we ſce, that cven in 
theſe matters, Whoſoever hath, to him ſhall be given, and he 


ſhall have more abundance; but wheſocver hath not, from bins 


ſhall be taken away, even that be hath. 


28 gs —_ appear, that the Cee 
e loſt great Advantages, by engaging upon hard Sieges on 
che Rhine when they ſhould have = - == | = now 
ta ſhew, whatEvils or Diſadvantages they have fallen under. 
And furely the Evils are neither few nor ſmall, which the Con- 
federates have ſuffered by theſe Sieges. 

- The firſt Evil I ſhall mention is their loſs of Men. Which 
muſt needs be very great (whatever Accounts. we have had 
of it) in ſuch continued violent Attacques, finding ſuch ſtour 
Refiſtance. And, here we muſt obſerve, That in Approaches 
and mn Batteries, and in Aſſaulrs and Sallies, we uſually 
compute 
our-righr:"' nor much 4; how many were wounded. 
When perhaps a great part of theſe might dy afterward of 
their Wounds,” or be diſabled from ever bearing Arms. 
Moreover we muſt .bear in. mind, that there was not only 
great loſs at the very Places beſieged ; but by occaſion of 
theſe Sicpes, 'the Erdcmy having. bis, free; Range the. while, 
many were cutoff in other-places.' To pals by 'lefſer matrers, 
Dwxra; (in one of his Courſes) 'is ſaid to have ſent ſome thou- 
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Lofſes by the vumber of Men that were ſlain , 
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(ſome {ay they were twelve hundred)” being lodged-in 4 ſmall 
Town cAl'd Cicketss the ' Marqueſs. of-B»fflers ftorm'd the 
Place, -and pur them all to the Sword. We do.not know the 
reaſons, why'rhey were thus expoſed, .// "3 

- The fecofid Evil of theſe hard Sieges was the infinite Ex. 
pence'of Ammunition. Upon which I need. not to enlarge, 
the matter being plain and evident of it ſelf. 

Thirdly, Whereas the Confederates might have carried 
the War into the Enemies Country, by engaging-upon theſe 
Sieges' they kepr-it in theif own. By which-means they 
have been forced ro maintain their Armies as it-were upon 


. 


the peny, all at their own Charge and with their own Pro+ 


viſions, Whereas if their Armies had marched into Prance, 
they would have been there maintained. And that, nor 
only during the Campagne, but alſo after' ic. : It had: been 
very hard fortune, if they could not in Fraxce-have fougd-or 
made Winter Quarters. Bur now, as matters have been 
order'd, they were forced (when the Campagne was. over)to 
draw their Armies home, and there keep them all Winter, |: 
Fourthly, I is owing to the Sigges'of Met and Ay that 
a great part ' of Germany \now- lies in \ruines.. Fhe Germans: 
themſelves have bcen in effe& the Authors of this Miſchicf; 
They that would engage their whole Force in difficult Sieges, 
and thereby give advantage to the Enemy to deſtroy whole - 
Corntrics with' Fire, - may juſtly be /agcounted!the chief:dn- 
cendiaries, Had they marched- into- France, they: bad been: 
in a condition to retaliate:'-and this had obliged the;Enemy” 
ro fair War. Whereas their not being in: ſuch a+ condition, 
emboldened the French t6/execute thoſe Barbaritics. . But the! 
French dwrſt \as well thave/eaten-fire} as made :tho(ei Fires 
in Gefmavy ," had+ the  Gerniuw 'Atmies been:ithen in- Fravce.: 
Moreover if the Germans had been 'in France; no French: 
Armies would have been in 'Germayy: - all' muſt: have been, 
drawn back to "defend. their own I ſhall: aot:go about to. 


pute che Daniage, whictvthe.: French, have done byabole. 
Peationg? "Be by-a/pact. Woimay A —— | 
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the whole»  In*one' Courſe beyond the Ritn 
hath before been'mention'd ) we-are -rold that Duras burnt 
twenty "thouſand Houſes. And: theſe being valued bur art 
fifty pound a Houle one with another, come. ro a Million of 
pounds. whichis a good deal more, then Mentz and Boy arc 
. worth 

Fifthly, Poor*Flanders hath felt the diſmal Effe&ts of the 
long Sieges upon the Rhine, For it hath laſt Summer been 
made the Seat of War; which might have been carried into 
Frante, had it not been for thoſe Sieges. All the beginning 
of the year Humicres lay encamped at Nivelle, berween 
Mons and Bruſſels. And Prince Waldeck, with the Dutch 
Army, encamped likewiſe not far from him. Ar laſt Waldeck 
advanced ' (by exceeding flow Marches) and Humieres re- 
treated. - And now the Dutch talk'd of falling into the French 

uarters: bur they never went above ten Engliſh Miles be: 
. yond Charleroy, a Spaniſh Garriſon upon the Frontier. Then 

Elumieres takes heart from the Germans being engaged before 
Box, and'marches in again to the nejghbourhoaod of Bruſſels : 
whither.he drew-Prince Waldeck after him,, whom the Spaniſh 
Atmy- now. joyn'd. | And here they -lay, confronting each 
other, all the latrer end of the Campagne. But Flanders. 

ed in themean time under. the burden of three Armies. 
another Campagne would bring it very low. 

-Sixthly, 'The other Confederates have alſo ſuffer'd much, 
by the War going on thus heavily. their mighty Force, which. 
with much':ado they had: got Ttogether', and which ſeem'd 
ſufficient to overturn Kingdoms and Empires, having fpent. 
ic-ſelf in the Taking' of rwo Towns. We ſee the Emperour, 
knows [not which way to turn himſelt between the: French: 


and the Terk. »Theerher German Princes, with whom Money, © 
is ſcaree' though' they abound with .Men,” muſt be bard pur, 


ro it to maintain their old Troops all Winter, and raiſe new 


ohes apainſt Spring. The Dutch alſo muſt ſtrain their utmoſt, 
 inſertingout their Flects-and; Armies. Their Commerce is, 


diſturbedy/atid/their-Ghatges: are excecding, great, and they, 
ur | 7 


Pine (the ſame thar 
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find the burden of chislingring War doth prefs fore them. 
And even in England we feel the Incommodiries ofthe flow 
Work abroad. The difficulties we meet with in reducing 
Ireland; our Loſſes of Ships, our great decay of Trade ; the 
Fall of our Rents, and the heavy Taxes we ly under; all 
'muſt be imputed to the Sieges of Mentz and Boy, and all 
might have been prevented by a powerful Invaſion of France. 
which had put the French out of condition to conteſt it 
with us. 

Laſtly, By undertaking theſe Sieges, and omitting better 
things, the Confederates are forced ro be all this Winter 
in a wretched defenſive poſture. All that they aim at, and 
employ their utmoſt Labour and Diligence upon, is only to 
ſave their own, and oppoſe the Inſults of the Enemy. Whoſe 
Country in the mean time is out of their' reach, and Them- 


ſclves in no condition to require them. 


-I HAVE laid before your Lordſhip the Reafons which 
induce me to believe ; that the Confederates had much berrer 
have fallen into Fraxce it ſelf, then ly toyling a whole 
Summer about rwo Out-Garriſons. But there are fome Ob-- 
jettions, which may ſeem very ſtrong againſt the Invadi 
Deſign: and which therefore oupht to be well anſw 
And theſe ariſe, either from the Difficulties that muftarrend 
the Invaſion, or from the Inconveniences that muſt fallow 
upon it other ways, - _. 

The main Difficulty -objefted is the want of Viftuals: 
with which they could nor cafily be fupplied from home, 
when they were engaged far and deep in the Enemies Country. 
But to this Tanſwer ; that in all likelyhood they would not. 
much need fuch Supplies, having the Enemies Country at 
their Command. And they that make this ObjeQion would 
do well to give us an Example , where an overwhelmi 
Army was eyer diſtreſs'd for Victuals. They will have it, 
if if be above-ground ; there is no keeping it from. them. 
Therefore we do not read, -that rhe'great-/arid: ſwift 'Can- 


querours 


# | - 


rs betore natned were ever that 1 
the like maybe ſaid of Tamerlas, and Attila the Hume : 
who drew after them ſuch numerous and devouring Armies. 
Alſo the Grand YVifier who of late years broke into Auſtria, 
rang; » I os _ Places behind him ; hath given full and 
clear Evidence of this matter. He lay under divers 'parti- 
cular diſadvantages in point of Vidtuals. For he engaged 
upon-the hard and long Siege of Vieana, where he was tyed 
faſt by the Leg: he had firſt with Fire and Sword deſtreyed 
all che Country ncar it, and conſequently the Proviſions : 
and the City ſtanding on the Danube, and the Yifier having 
no clear a Gs over it, his Army could range bur on the 
one fide the River to ger Forrage and ViCctuals. Which 
things Kotwithſtanding, he never, wanted ;. and when the 
Chriſtians forced his Camp, they found there Proviſions in 
abundance. At the end of the laſt Confederate War, - we 
know Crequz marched againſt the Duke of Brandenburg : to 
the farther parts of Germany, through ſeveral Countries, over 
ſeveral great Rivers. Which Expedition, as ſome think, 
was the moſt Heroick Enterprize in the kind, char 
hath been known ſince Z7amniba! marched into /taly. Bur 
what care did he take, and what Proviſion did he make, for 
ViQtuals;z a thing ſo needful for his Voyage ? Truly as far 


as 'we can learn, it was not much. Ir ſeems he made account, © 


that his Army did carry Vi&tuals, and all other Neceſlaries, 

upon the point of their Swords. And the Duke of Branden- 
burg was no way able to hinder their being ſupplied with thoſe 
things. Otherwiſe he would never have ſubmirted to the 
hard terms they impoſed upon him. 

Bur the Obje&tion concerning this difficulty, that is, the 
want of Vittuals, is enforced yer further. *Tis true, they 
fay, a Commanding Army will get it, if it be to be had. 
But it- is not to be had, where -che Defendants have them- 

eſelves deſtroyed it, by Waſting thoſe parts of their Countr 

'in which the Enemy '1s-expeted. Which, they add, mu 

fo diſtreſs him, -that he cannot poſſibly ſubſiſt.. Here now 
. | is 


+ y \* | 
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People that are, might detend themſelves againſt the moſt 
puiſſant- Enemy. ſince even the weakeſt People can deſtroy 
«heir own Country. But if this device doth ſuch Wonders, 
why did not the Duke of Brandenburg make uſe of it againſt 
Crequi, and the Emperour againſt the Grand Viſier , and 
the Bavarias againſt the Swede > And why were not all the 
other great Conquerours, by this one way defeated and dil- 
appointed > But many things may be eaſily faid, which are 
not ſo caſily done. And ſurely I think we can hardly find, 
that ever this deſtroying Device proved effeAual, againſt 
an overwhelming Power, ſuch as the Confederates had now. 
The thing was ſtrongly attempted in this Frazce, when they 
made their braye and reſolute defence againſt Ceſar: bur 
they were not able to go thorough with it. The ſame 
France was invaded by Attila: but the thing which then 
preſery'd it, was the oppoſing him with an equal Force, 
Had it-not been for that, how could they haye turn'd them- 
ſelves to this work of deſtroying, when He-might have 


broke in upon them in ſeveral places, with four or five 


Armies at once, each of them conſiſting of aboye a hundred 
thouſand 2 when alſo every Army might have divided 


' into four or five parts, and every part had been a good 


Army. | | 
Here we may be told, how Charles the fifth was driven 


out of Provence, and this King of Poland out of Moldavia, 


by deſtroying or cutting off their Forrage and Vidtuals. 
But their Forces were not to compare with the preſent Force 
of the Confederates; for which reaſon that Inconyenience 


might 'be cafier put upon them.” And they were cloſely 


waited on by Armics near as -good as their own. the. Ki 
by the ſwift and nimble Tartars3 who infeſted him wit 
great Skill, for ſuch Barbarians, as well as Boldneſs and 
Advity. and the Emperour by the Power of Fraxce ; which 


was grown ſtrong ar laſt, though ar firſt it were much 


inferiour, 
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which would' rs ne rp Podp Fo. ? 
if they could find: means!tq maintain.them. kj mp noni 
of Fore had been: a, high Lavitazian,- la all probabilicy, there 
bad been ſuch an Inundation-of the Nprthern-People, as harh 
not-becn ſean; of late Ages. | Mareqver-agreat; number. of 
Garriſons bad: been: go; way ,neeeſſary4 The Romans kept 
Countries under, by Armies and not by Gazriſons. - And. a 
few — at forty or filty-m _ geo yr wes ba would 

_ over-ſpread a large Country, ey: would. thraig 
mqod 36, fob ivmuſt be a Taper eva: command 

rwenty. or thirty aniles.round; > -://1 - 

'Fhere is another Difficulty, which hath. - ab dfpendpe 
upon this laſt :.:and that is; That whey rhe C 
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4 think  havemade appear that if pra Conga could 
have been made in Fraxce, ge fans have bern well main- 
tained. Burthere is ſtill a Difficu ing, and that is, 
How chey thould be divided. Which is a prey of no ſmall 

cnce; anda diſagreement init might bring all roCon- 
fuſion: The:moſt. natural 'way' in this matter ſeems to bez 
Thar each Army ſhould keep what they got 3 and They 
whoſe Forces compoſe ir, ſhould ſhare according ro their ſeveral 
Quota's. Or perhaps there may be — — $, that may be 
thought more } convenient. ; But che Pr nts need not 
troubletheir heads with: the Methods of dividing'the __ ; 
for-they 'a@, as-if they were reſolved to ger may ene | 
nor enlarge-inrhis matter, though I can bardly for 
m_ res add, Thar there are two rhings from which we 

well in chis buſiuels of Partition, in caſe ;a Con- 

que ad been made. - The one-is, that the Germans (being a 
Fe darken aidexath Pyrformtre of Bargains, end being alſo 
accuſtom'd'tointermixt Dominions) would agree better then 
other —_ tr coal Nom if there muſt be di 
ment, peeve hardly come to :it, cill afrer that rhe 
| French ey put its fatal Blow. - And then per- 

haps it niche ty have” fared with Them, as ic did with the old 
Romans, Ad.» 54 remoto metus Punico Simultates exercere va- 
_ : which are the words of Salaft. 

aber dy what hath been faid, 4 had dear'd all 

Didhialns, 'Bur 1 find ficis ſtillthe opinion' of ſome Men, 
thatfor the Confederare Armies to have marched into Fraxce, 
leaving Mexz-and Bov behind'them, had been certain De- 
; 2nd that they could nor:potiibly have ſubſiſted. But 
ES muſt. bo\'from'the-want. of Victuals, 

[ ſhewed already, char rhis danger (cannot befall 
ſlcring' and nuichover-matching Force, tuch as the Con- 
ans, be Had. Moreover the Confederates, paſſing the 
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Nraight on towards France, had nor lefr: Mexrz and:Box behind 
them,* bur befide them, /:: For! | the [Places behind them wete 
. Coblentt andiCollen.”) And in their way-to:Fraxtt there was 
the Dutchy of 'Jaliers,” which was in the Germans hands = and 
this brought them tothe Land of Luxenburg, a French Conqueſt 
(rho now for the moſt -parr quicted. and laid. open) joyning 
upon France irlelf, Alſo a litcle befide Jaliers is the Country 
of Liege,' which is German likewiſe; and: Flanders a little fur- 
ther. And here they had the River Maes artheirCommand 
quite up ro Nammy, which Ciry lies cloſe to the French Fron- 
tiers. | So that to this Place they. might have had all Neceſſa- 
ries convey'd' by Water. A hundred Barks: (and hoy cafily 
could Holland turniſt a far greater number?)+. would carry as 
much as two thoufand Waggons, reckoning each Bark bur at 
twenty Tun. And what hindrance or diſturbance could Mentz 
or Box have given, to the Execution of theſe things ? 

Bur1 have madeir: out alrcady;. in my. Obſervations, that 
an over-powering' Army runs-no great hazard, - by leavi 
ſtrong Garriſons behind ir. 'The Grand Yifier before mention” 
left divers ſtrong Places behind him : - and they did him no 
harm, Sothe French left Maſtricht behind them, when they 
fell upon ZZo/land with fo great Succeſs: and they leſt Cambray 
behind them, all the while they were oaking their Conqueſts 
in Flanders: I think it was the laſt Place they took, 

Bur that we may ſee yet more plainly, bow little hurt there 
had been to the Invading Armies, by leaving Mentz and Bon; 
ler us makea Suppoſition at home, where we better know the 
Places and Diſtances. Suppoſe then, that Ewg/ayd wert di. 
vided into two Warring'Kingdoms; the one on the South of 
Thames, the other. on. the North; Upon, which River the 
| Northern men have Laxdos: and :Oxford; :and the Southern 

men have Maidenhead and Crektlade : London and Cretel/ade 
being ſomerhing bigger1chen the, other. two; and all of them 
excceding ſtrong; and very well mano'd and furniſhe.. Let us 
further ſuppoſe, that the Northern men have Xen? alſo at their 
devotion : and that they haye two mighty Armies, the one = 
| II London 
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London and the other at' Oxford, "ready to invade: the 
South Parts,” Here T' wogld: fain know, whether theſe 
ſtrong Garrifbns of Maiderbrad and Crekelade, can hinder 
the Army at Lowdox (who have likewiſe Xen? to befriend 
them) from falling into Surrey and *Saſſex ;- or can hinder 
the Oxford Army from eb to Newbury or Hunger- 
ford, and fo into Hampſhire or Wiltſhire and whither, elſe 
they pleaſe. And would likewiſe know, whether ic were 
now adviſable for theſe mighty Armies, to ſpend a whole 
Summer in taking theſe two Garrifons, by chargeable, labo. 
rious, and bloudy Sieges ; when as they might probably, 
in the ſanie time, make an entire Conqueſt of the Country. 
No-man of reaſon, I think, will here affirm; -that theſe 
Garriſons (as the caſe is put) could be any hindrance, or 
that it was neceſſary or convenient to beſiege them. I 
have, by this Suppofition, truly repreſented the Afﬀair of 
the Confedetares 'in' the lower parts ot.the | Rhine. By 
the Notthern Kingdom is meant Germany; ,by the Southern 
France ; and by Kext, Flanders. And:Londov, Maidenhead, 
Oxford, and Crekelade ly up the Thames ; in the fame order 
as Colley, Bon, Coblentz, and  Mentz ly up the. Rhine. 
Only rhe Diſtances: upon the Rhine are greater. For Cob- 
Zexrz is near thirty miles diſtant from Boy, and 'more then 
thirty from Mentz; whereas from Oxford to Maidenhead is 
but rwenty five, and to Creke/ade but rwenty. 


- T HAVE DONE at laſt with the Difficulcies,chat mighs 
Haye attended the Invaſion of Fraxce by: the Confederates: 
and am come to the Inconveniences they. might have lain 
under, While their Forces were engaged in this Invaſion. 
The chief of which ſnconveniences ate theſe-cwo, Firſt , 
the Incurſions, which they muſt ſuffer. from. the Frexch 
Gariſorir pon'the Rhine. Secondly, the loſs of the Trade 
ahd Navigation of that River. - | 
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$ to the firſt, I Incucfion of thoſ Garriſogs 
is a great and ſore Inconyenicnce..., And whit Remedy t 
I propoſe againſt it? Why lic ſame Remedy that the 
Hungarians uſed againſt Newhauſell, Agria and” Caniza; 
while they were Turkiſh Garriſons, and in their full ftrengrh 
and Vigour. The ſame that the Flemmings did uſe againſt 
Maftricht, when'the French held-it,, and do now ule againſt 
Liſle and Tournay. And the fame that the French uſed againſt 
Cambray and Landrecy, -while they were in the Spaniards 
hands. The ſame alfo that the Germans have uſed theſe 
many years againſt Briſach, and for ſome years againſt 
Strazburg and Hunningen. In a word, the Remedy which 
all People make uſe of againſt Frontier Garriſons. _ And 
that is, thar the Countries near them ſubmir to. Contri- 
. "bution. 'For there is no other Remedy in the cafe : there is 
no Medium berween-Contribution and -Deſtrution. = 
'Tis natural for-Garriſons to command the Countries abour 
them. And he-that would hinder then from ir, would pur 
a force upon Nature: he may as well endeavour to ke 
Fire from-burning. Or 'tis like the checking of a Fever; 
Which doth bur enrage it, and make It more violent. A 
-Garriſon is a-Diſcaſe, which will have its courſe. and there 
is no way toprevent or avoid it, but by curing the Diſcaſe, 
that is, by raking .the Place. This therefare ought to be 
endeavour, if the thing may be done with eaſc and conye- 
nience. And for this reaſon the atracgaing of Rhinberg 
. and *Keiſerwert cannot-be diflik'd, becauſe bang] ae were 
- eaſily reduced. But if the Work be of great difficulty, ir 
ſeems the wiſeſt courſe rather to-aim at an Equivalent : that 
-, to endeavour to rm elſe (as. good or better) 
-upon. the Enemy. And in the mean time; we mult be con- 
-tenc tobe under Contribution. 1,0 .. 
 - But the Contributions which theſe Garriſons cxatt, will 
perhaps be- unreaſonable and exceflive. I anſwer, that ir 
.1s not for-their profit to be too-hard upon People; thereby 
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deſola- 
tion. '-Burthe ſure remedy for this Evil is the courſe men- 
Conntry:'(\For then,' if They uſe Our People baſely, We can 
A mo which thing will bring them co reaſon, 
it any thing wi | 

Bur what if'it- ſhall -appear', that a . powerful Invaſion 
of Fraxce would be'the readieſt way to rediice theſe Places 
ypon the: Rbine? If you agk how this ſhould bez rhg 
anſwer is; By  obliging'the'BEnemy to quit them. We have 
ſeey the time; when this' Zvs! che Great hath,- upon the 
likaf@ecaſion, ' quitted very important Places on:che fame 
RivafCicIt was, when the laſt great 'Contederacy was 
forced againſt him! Art which time he rook his" laſt leave 
of Weſel and! Burick; \ topether with Rees, Emerit, Schouk- 
ſaever, and Nimegen,allſtanding upon rhisRiver of Rhine : to 
ſay fothing of the Towhs in HoZard. In'a word; he diſ- 


gerged all is m theſe parts, Maftriobt and Grave 


excepred. - And this he. was: forced ro do; rhiat he might 
draw/his -Forces (mote cloſe, to refiſt the''reeribls Storni 
that thremawd him / If thereforetho threw up i 


aces then| oaths for fear of af Invation ; % mas | | 


more muſt he:have done ſo now, tad he 'been 'aRually* In: 
vaded? .He: muſt ave laid' alide the cho of keepi 


p47 naman Fe the. Rhive) whon Par it ſelfi 
indaoger : wir his dear Palace'of Verſailles, the Dowiee .- 


coun of abe Feogchi Were! © 3 
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withe-(eond., have folwitiing! more vs fay.-jn_ parts 

exkar 7 abous Ave and; Big; # oriething/ 'abdur- Mertt 
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rian'd juſt now; that is, ro get ſome Places in the Enemics - 
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| That which Lkay of Mentes/ ang > ck radar 
been no hard matter, wholly to hinder their Lacuffions va 
the German ſide of the Rhine. I do ſtill confels, | as Ihave 
faid before, that; (otdinarily) there is no: hindering ofi Gay#- 
rifons (fave. only fo a. cloſe: Blockade) from c 
the Countries about them. Or if the thing|he poſſible; 5 {6 
great: Forces are; required to;-do it, as Will- deyour the 
Countries -in- ſtead of defending them--' But-the:Gaſe bf 
Mentz,and Boy.is extraordinary, They both do (tarid 
the Weſtern or French fide-ot.the Rhine: and oh the ps 54 
ſide the Rivers! Mentz bath .cha Suburb of Cafes; rant Bo: 
hath the Fort of Buei/, But Bucil-was a;thipg of 
being eaſily raken at the firſt Bonberdiagat the' 
and before the Siege was formi'd, or ſo::muchias 
on. 1, And Caſſel was quitted bythe Freach,. 'after:: 
laboured upon-iriall. Winter: a figa/of theingreat; weaknel 
and want of Men at thar-time. I ſay then, thar jf the-Cayt 
federates had.well.; fortified and frets -nd 
put ſtrong Garriſfons in chem ;. __ 
the Coytitries:on:the Germes ſide.!- 
preP Ments: and Ber-ko their: png ev ho 
or the truth is eyidene-of what bath been rien 
vatiofis; That a Town which lics __ a great River, -and 
_—_—_— compre yi. ? WS © baYBv 
AV1 with Mevix Rom ;conj1 
now.Toatdet\Mewt byifelf: .:This Place, : by HE: 


been done to. ger'it, may ſeem to be, oh 


$999, a8d might 
ImgrialAnp) was paſe'd. 
te Fe ually fair for chem. t have ma 
forward to 7reves, or ety miles ſideward & 
rather 


hat od a6\ Merz "wo 

— Mt: A 
Queſtion then on bes! I! theſe Places 
= ny Or 4 Nrong and capaciaus, Which. 
th prey wy fog Situation ? the one ſtand-: 
ing. upon/;the. utmoſt Fronricr, ; and-the other forty miles ” 4 
within the Enemies Covnery. or all. thoſe-Countrics to > 4.8 
Weſt of Rhine were now become French. To this A 
I give this Anſwer ; it aleo Wor be cava] in thomkeives - 
their j Situation. makes po | inequality. For the one com- > | 
mands as much -ground as the other: and to command the 
Countries is the chief End of Garriſons, We may well ſup- 
poſe; that cach of theſe Places, with a Garriſon often thou- 
land Men, will command forty miles round. But that which 
Mentz Cemmands,-is ſome ot it on the one fide the Rhine, 
and ſome onthe other: that - which 7reves commands s 
w on the 'one ſide. the: having of Mextz doth partly 
caſe and clcer Germayy, and partly annoy the French Quar- 
rers : the ha dan eres, and annoycSIWICE 
2s much, EntD ou Coy wages and purting one - 
5 x tion 'makes no ine k 

Fas P in themſelves, _ 
Bur thees i is 2 nſideration, from which-one of theſe 
pr may juſtly beefnemad better then the other, though To 
of themſeves | aoggges! and that is, the preſent po- #2 
ſure of rhe War, -_ Qrength or. weakneſs of the ."" 
Womjng Thetion Toe! if the Germans were meokprandupes J 
Ve, Mentz Were more convenient for them, becauſe yy 

they mighthore defend themſelves,, Bur ſince * 
by hevag 2 


ly cheſtronger, xnd upon the Invading 
hand, Term os more VENED: becauſe 3 | would more _ 


that are; the ſt: it the 4 
wy on;.and need nor ſcar (bur. thould rather * 
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Bithetts bp have diſpured,: whertier ere bt Thorer had 
been berter t6 the Giant agd-worexdefimible; fit 
_ Ys all dtp mapa tv ge a: _ tt 
if Was cles dtherwiſs : | D812 was'y Fer aftd 
well furiſhr; whireas 7rb6cr Was aſd operant quitted. but 
rheti Mitt z was Held by a praatGartiſba of :rhie Endihits, -- 86 
chat if tlie Germiths Will Ravel ivirs,:cit muſt feſt be 'raken - 
if they-W1lF Pave Zreves, (itoelis life condietori)y ie: uſt 
be fofrafed? Hot eterefofeariſthlranor fi 
bs of theſt'tws thinfs wes: exltrWdeUorde; the'F Tekingot the 
FE _ pork iteþ bf the other. * | 
F whe Ws, ad the Obnfcderates fect, whic the - 
Tali yh MR He coſt the?" & oft -thewrhd - ods 
Liens bole Army fr 'twb Momtiths; wholhynobdins - 
ealned che whi «6 edit 6wvf Clirge; Bon bo ney 
| ſions from ion. 'Teeoſt THEHI Þ we Fark 

'* eition; the Lives'6f Hthy Yhowſhads of 001 Sogn kd 
pr other ghoets Diſtriiaionh'of Arg my =o 

| xt Trench: efkeaud f Lo 
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This Gormbie muſt "G lefe behind I 


much as' would have been by 
Garriſon: tlic French muſt leave 
behind chem , "0 come to Montroyad. Alo-we may rcmem- 
ber; iow: lirele Mafricht' Was incommoded, while the French 
held i, by Nah/ and other Places'char lay between ir: and 
France; or'the-ſame Maſtricht' by | Ruremond and Venlo,”in 
former times, ; while thero was War berween cog and 
Hold * | 
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; BUT. BE9ID E"the Incurſibne of tho French ; Ouriifoti 
uponthe Rhine, there is another grand Inconvenienee Ob: 
jected, which the Germans (in caſerh eric had invaded Fraice) 

ers neat eime have & Wkewik ; and har 
Res tion-of that River,'-Th 


Lewr:ip Noth 
"Freves; the 


ight rope play Germ: 
he <artied og'between'thefe Co al 
pgs ithe - highly S6n6- 
| fr iFnor {' and theſe Couktties-con live 
without it. © eg qe dow formerly: for- many a year; 
at J.,- ornbtyA 'Spantaris #t War with Xol/andy 
— berg, or ec}, or fome ocher Mares 
; WEaw £1 267.1: nA 0:00 114 bi wot gorlw 
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them'orhes ways, Bic if-eh 
# <6" the Maſe} which 69s thoie 


one! ws = rt: IN NA: lg. not have ſtood in 


We. But if the Rhine 
France might have been 

"way rags, ds ir. It being highly probable (as, 

icUYT E 2 have 
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- have ſaid Frees 
forced to ere: $3.4Wp* wo 
defend theirown Countrys: Marooyer' th, zh che Naviga- 
tion of this Rives,were never ſorpreriousa Commodiry, yer 
it might be bought-£00 dear., - And. ſarcly the Rare 
have had: a: hard-bargain, of it. 1;I5-comiag at the: price; of 
thoſe long and diflicals; Sieges, which (acc XR Gig: £9: What 
hath a (hewed already.) have' brought. ſa, many and fo 

reat Evils upon them... I confels the cleariagotche Rhine ro 

"ollen (which is almoſt” the half o of. what hath been done) was 
a good and caſic bargain : being eff: o by taking Rhinberg 
and Keiſerwert, in a ſhort time and with liccle loſs. Bur chac 
which was' goc by ea tage wrong heals Was DOOM of all 
Conſcience. ' 1 ; | 


THUS I. HAVE. els þ FR : Bonlns for Tana invading 
Fen and anſ\yer'd;che Qbjcctions 
deſcend to other Particulars relating, ta this, W ar,; 
Tet hould goon, chongh La Letter ; ne 00g 

ould goon, t ve cqual 
{irious Attars, .yet i ks [ Sag 4 Rs 
bur. Gacerely) Un: Gon 
I- confeſs, - for: thole that pen on Fee MES 'L Io 
have my Will, E would make their Names ſhine. So $8 ſha 
he. dave to Him, whom the King deli hteth to Hos: Lo, br 
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- FÞ Beg feave of your Lordſhip to make a ſmall Addition 
eo what Thave- written. - There ace ſome that will argue 
= further- for cheledifficult Sieges. © They: will grant ir 'to 
very convehient, that the Confederates ſhould carry the 
War into the Enemies Country. bur all in good time. it was 
fir they ſhould clear the Rhine. this year, chat they mighr 
with greater Force and Advantage invade France the. next. 
But how did they know what the next year would bring 
forth 2? It there werenorthing elſe, a League of ſo many Parts 
is ſubje& ro: many Miſchances, and is much eaſier broken 
then made. They had now an Opportunity of Conquering 
France : which was to be embraced with Readineſs; I had 
almoſt ſaid, with Greedineſs Such an Opportunity they 
muſt not think ro meet_ wich every day. This next 'year, 
I doubt, they will not have it: when they are nor like to 
be fo ſtrong, and the French much ſtronger. If they. have 
it, it is to be wilh'd that they would . ic... Bur if they 
are ſtill for hard Sieges, if they like thac Sport; there are 
Things yer lefc which will find them Play 3 and {as Mr. Bayes 
doth phraſcit) will rub their Gums. : To inſtance in a few, 
there is Meoxtroyal, and there is Philipsburg, with the other 
remaining Places upon the Rhine. And why ſhould not the 
Upper Rhine be clcar'd as well as the Lower 2 Alfo the Ciry 
of Treves is now making fit for them. Bur the Elettor Pala- 
tine will think himſelf undone for want of Philipsburg: and. 
probably will uſe all his Intereſt, which is very great, to 
engape the reſt upon it- So the Duke of Saxony and the 
Landgrave carried it for the Siege of *Mentz. they would 
. Not be in danger of that Garriſon, though they were fair 
and far off. . So likewiſe the Dutch took a great deal of pains, 
and were out a great deal of Money, to get the Duke of 
Brandenburg 
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much berrer Service, by joyning Prince Waldech, gr by- 
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